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PART IV
THE PATTERN OF AGRICULTURE

Farps « Number and Size

- Farms in Grays Harbor County are of medium and small size, According to the
Census of Agricultire, there were 896 farms in the courty in 1959, The Census
definition of a farm in 1959 was more restrictive than in 1954 and this accounted
for part of the reduction in nuwber of farms between the two Census years, In :
Grays Harbor County, the deorease in farm numbers which resulted from the change
in definition from 1954 to 1959 was 225, Census data indicate that a peak number
of farms was reached around 1935 when there were 2,070 farms, In 1959, Grays
Harbor County ranked twenty-third among the 39 counbies in the state in number of
farms, :

The relative smallness of Crays Harbor County farms in comparison to the
state average is largely the result of (1) land purchase methods, (2) types of
farming and (3) land values, During early setilement much logged-over land was
sold in 10, 20 and LO acre units to part-time farmers, Since 1940, many farms in
shoreline areas have been wholly or partially subdivided for residential use.

Table 9, Farm§, Number and Average Size, land in Farms
Grays Harbor County, 1900-~1959

Aveage 8126 | pot 1 Coumty | Percont of
Year ii0:;i giiﬁ: ofhﬁagﬁin;n Area in Farms | County area
J (acres) y (acres) in Farms
1500 600 142,0 85521k 7.0
1910 742 14,0 8L3L7 609
1520 1,06h 89.1 s 767 Te9
1925 1,279 73,7 9Ly 320 Tal
1930 1,151 - T1.7 89,473 705
1940 1,915 6l.9 124,209 10,2
1945 1,929 67.6 130,361 10,7
1950 1,435 85,8 123,068 10,2
195’-‘ 1,32’4 89&3 118’217 907
1959 896 111.1 99,529 842
Source: U, S, Census of Agriculturs,

Average farm size decreased as population grew and land prices increased.

popularity of part-time farming among workers in other occupations has resulted in
many small-scale operations in poultry, berries, livestock and dairy farm enter-
prises., Heavy costs involved in clearing stump and forest land have tended. to
discourage development of large commercial holdings in the area. These and other
economic factors have cmesbed a pattern in which nearly 50 percent of the farms
were less than 50 acres in 1959, About 39 percent of the farms were between 10 to
49 acres, The 1959 Census counted only 22 farms of 500 acres-and larger.

Census data show that the number of small farms decreased-great1y<in Grays -
Harbor County between 1954 and 1959, Farms above 50 acres also decreased in .
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numbers but only moderately., OSmall farms wére .consolidated inte larger, more
efficient units or put inbto nomagricultural uses, Part of the decrease in the
number of small farms resulted from the.thange in the 1959 Census defini%ion of a
farm,

Farmland in Grays Harbor County declihed after 1945, Farm acrzage amounted
t0-130,38L acres-in 1945 compared with 995529 in 1959,  ‘This is indicative.of soms
abandonment. for other .employment and also a change in the use of some farmland for:
residential and -industrial purposes, --In 1959, 8,2 percent of the county area was .
in farms as-compared with the peak Census.figure of 10,7 percent in ks, e
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Agriculture, In 1959, the most common type was the dalry farm comprising 15 per-

rrﬁy hé.s £:! '&arié%;}: éf:ffaxfmé types, according “to fhe_ﬂénsus of.

cent-of all Grays. Harbor. farme,. -Next in numbers were livestock.farms. (cattle,

calves, hogs, sheep and-goate) which-added. up to 89 units or 9.8 percent. of the. .-
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total farm figure, Fruit and nut farmas (inciuding berries) were third, followed
closely by farms specializing in poultry. General farms, defined as growing fleld

Py | e A . — o e A o e

DBCU, uag d.uu/ or DJ.J.d.g!:: Crops or Len.elv;z.ng cash income from WBB or more sources
and not meeting the criteria for any other type, numbered 15 or 1.6 percent of the
total farm count, Only 5 field crop. farms were enumerated during the same year,
Over 6l percent of the Grays Harbor farms were classified as miscellanecus by the

Pensuﬂ Thqn nataamy dmaTudad Pammea ol A1 PAR  wAt Y MN maser A mmamimlrersan wmetedinad o
bt WEEUGE WL Y LA UUG W -I-Gllllﬁ &u]-a-lllé ar LOL Y d-llu Ekﬂw]ulvubv Hi Uuubuns

forest products, mules, horses, colts and pouies, Also included were institutione
al farms, All types detreascd in number beiween 1954 and 1959 with the exception

of livestock and field crop farms, There were 9 more livestock farms enumerated

in 10:0 +han in 106, Win"ﬂ ravarn Povemea miimbansad anley B 3 1050
- ag) VANCHEE lh o S G Caid  Wa U JaIms nunoered Wiklhy J &il ANJI/0

Table 10, Types of Farms, .Grays Harbor County, 1959

Percent of
Estimated

Type of Farm - | Numbexr of a%tefzzzztin

Farms Y

e o 1195k 1959

Total farms in CourtY ceseeccccssoccavsssanso 908 100.0 | 100,0
Field Orop faI‘mS 20 cAL PV PECLIB I Quatesnusned 5 -—— OS
C&Sh—graln 0O ICREIPedaanPe00000s0edstsssneod bl ;oo -
Other .fleld"crgp [ I E X N E R E NN N NN RN NN Y] 5 - 65
Vagetable farms .ececeversosvroorceoessccesse — Y T S
Frllit'-and-nllt farms [ A RN RN NENERER SR PREEE NN Y NN ] ho 3‘36 h‘h
Poultry farms 0ODOLCCIIRIIEsPOATIGSIIeOSOIRPIRLY 35 3:3 308
n’*—rv f‘nmg GOV TP ROTROIDISFPOITIOTUTOGGIOSSIAT 136 1—961‘ 1550
Livesbtock farms other than poultry and dairy 89 5.8 9.8
General farms BOCOI0 24090003 RPRRVRESIIBNEOROPID 15 202 106
Miscellaneous and unclassified farms osseccoo] 588 65,31 64,8

Source: U, S, Census of Agriculture,

Farm Residence and Operation
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Grays Harbor County agriculture is characterized by a large number of oper=
ators residing on farms and dividing their work btetween agriculture and nonfarm
work. In 1959, over 61 percent of the farm operators worked off their farms,
Almost 50 percent worked off the farms more than 100 days during the year, On an
income uu.i:.l.i;s, 66 percent of the operators and their families gained more cash in-
come from off-farm work than they received from farm products marketed from their

own places, Most off-farm work was in the forest and fishing industries.
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Thes majority of Grays Harbor County farmers live on the farms they ‘perate.
Some 840 farmers reported living on the farms they operated in 1959, Only 33

operators lived in neerby villages and towns,

In 1959, crops were harvested from nearly 19 percent of the land in farms in
Grays Harbor County. An additional 1.l percent was in pastured oropland while

2, h percent was idle or fallos, '[‘vninsﬂ of western Washineton. ovaer Lé nnropn'l' of

the farmland wes in woodland pasture and woodland, Grays Harbor County farms in-

cluded nearly 46,000 acres of woodland, according to the 1959 Census, Prohibitive
costs of clearing Douglas fir cut-over land often resulted in farmers leaving such
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acreage in stlimps and:brusk for use ad woodland pasture, Other farm acreages with
dense, regrowih ‘stands:have been left undisturbed for futurs timber harvests .
Other pasture (i.es, other thdr cropland or woodland pasture). amounted o 9,3 per-.
cent ‘of the tidtal ccunty farmland in 1959, The remaining ¢ percemt of ‘the farm-- -
lands ‘were in farm house ‘lots, barn lots, rodds,:lanes, ditches and wasbeland, . -
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" Figare 9, Utilizathon of Faraland in Grays Harbor Couty, 1959,
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* -The valug.of ferm lands ahd buildings in'Grays Harbor County hes greatly in--
creased since 1920, After reaching a high in 1920, values decreased during the'"
depression years of the late 1930%s and early 1940's, Since 19L0, however, the
to¥aT ‘value of farm property in the county has mors than doubled. According to
Census of Agriculture, the average valie of land and buildings per farm increased
from a low of $1,292 in 1540 to $20,108'in 1959, Value of farmland per-acré™ '
during the same period rose from $66.18 to $200.6Lh. The 1959 total value of farm-
land and buildings was only $18,016,768 vompared with $20,99L,356 in 1950, - This -
decline was the result of (1) reduction in total acres in fams and (2) decrease
i1nfarms due to change in definition by the Census in 1959, Average value of land
and %ﬁ“}diﬁgs per farm increased over 27 percent from $15,619 in 1954 to $20,108
s ¥ose, . T
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Several factors conbtributed to the rise in farm and land values, One has
been the gencoral rise of prises of real estate and standing timber throughout the
western United States, Arnothsr factor has been the large amount of labor and
capital Grays Harbor Counby farmors have invested in land clearing and general
improvements since 1920, A third has been the increase in populatiloa and resulting
higber dnmard for rural home and farm acreage related to the induatrial and com-
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Table 11, Value of Farm Land and Buildings
Grays Harbor County, 1920-1959

Covnty Averaze Values | Total Value

Year | Per Farm | Per Acre in Count
(Dollars) | (Dollars) (Dollars
1920 7,603 85,35 8,089,592
1930 7,809 101,75 9,103,259
1940 ;292 66,18 83219,180
1950 109610 140,24 15,2259330
1954 | 15,819 175,93 | 20,904,356
1959 | 20,108 200,6l | 18,016,768

s

Source: U, S. Census of Agriculture

Farm Tonure

A large majority of the farmers in Grays Harbor County own 6 farm they
operate. Many farms have remained in the families of h e ploneers who established
them originally, Fulle-owner farms in 1959 constituted 83.8 percenx of all county
farms and full owners controlled nearly 65 percent of the county‘e farmland,
Aboub 11 percent of the farms were operated by part owners-~farmers who own part
of their land and rent land from others., Farms operated by part owners accounted
for 26,3 percent of the countyfs farm acreage in 1959, The number of full owner -
farms has steadily declined since World War I1, while part-owner farms increased
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~ Table 12, Farm Operabors, Number and Percent of Farms
by Tenure of Operator, Grays Harbor County, 1925-1959

Year Nug?er Full Cuwners | Part Owners Managers Tenants
Farms |Number {Percent|Number | Percent jNumber | Percent | Number! Percent

19251 1,279 1,093| 85,5 | L5 345
1930 1,151 968§ 84 | 73 643
1935| 2,070| 1,637| 79,1 | 97 b7

—n 1 1 11,0
ol 102 8.9
Oh 328 1558

8

8
1940} 1,915) 1,575| 82,2 | 104 Sel 3 o2 233 | 122
1945 | 1,926| 1,678 87.1 | 112 548 L o2 135 7.0
1950| 1,428] 1,272{ 89.1 | 105 Tol 1 1 ST ko0
195h| 1,320 1,1h| 86,7 | 12k 9oli L 03 52 309
1950 8o6l 7e1! 83.8 99 11.0 [ 11 L6

-
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Source:s U, S, Census of Agriculture,
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Land In‘Farms, By Tenure Of Operator o AR
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Figure 10, land in Farms, By Teﬁq:e of Operator, Graya Harb Gounty, 1959,
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centage of tenant'fafés -ii ed over the years since_the high of 15.8. percenx
in 1935, By 1959, the tenant group accounted for only 4.6 percent of all farms in-

the county and-had only L nercent .of the farmland, Manager-operated farme are

Vaays S wsiminyy s Wiy Fdodadiaieddrd VAR, FEAlLERLUS

very. m’...mporbcmt in Grays Harbor County agriculture. In 1959, only . 0.6 pei*cent o!‘
all facma*were operated by 1ndividuals who-managed land for others and were paid -

a wage or -salary for. their services. . Mansgers. operated only 5 percent of Grays
Harbor County's total farmland durimz 19596 o

[}
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Irrigatio L

'rhe amount of irrieated oronlana and nasture :Ln Gravs Har‘nor Goun‘ay has been
inoreasing steadily, Irrigatlon becomes & valilable asset during dry summer :
pericds. Most of the county!s irrlgation is. accomplished with movabld sprinklers
with the water origimting in-wells. or. surface aources on the farm.

-Tgble 13, -Irrigated Farms: MNMumber and Acreage
A , ’Grays Harbor: Gount.y, 1950, 195& and 1959

s e i F i

Numbel' of irrigated farma ssesesvrenseans | 170} llL7, -
Land :.rriga‘ted (acres) s0avsanssssresasen h’u503’261 1’100
Trwlantnd Jand in farms agggrdiﬁb‘ to “‘“3‘_ U SRR RS '
F&rﬂls irriga'bing CTOPE sesesasovsssvens | ]J-B 9’-& E ho . L
. Acres of: Grops irrigated st avisconnesne 2,133 1’296 . 219 : T -
Aoreas of other land irrigated sreesuesst j2,31_7-- 1,965 2 S

Sou. ce- U S Census or Agriculture, ‘



Crop and Livestock Reporiing Service Bulletin 3L

Grays Harbor County’s irrigated acreage in 1959 amcunted to Li; 450 acres or
about l,5 percent of the county!s total farmland, Approximately L8 percent of the
irrigated acreage was in crops, most of which was hay, Lesser acreages of vege-

tables and berries were also under irrigation. The remaining 52 percent of the
total irrigated land in 1959 was composed of irrigated cropland not harvested and
) irrigated pasture or grazing land, :

| Farm Facilities

The capacity of farmers to produce is significantly related to the farm
equipment and facilities at his disposal, Farms in Orays Harbor County are not
heavily mechanized in comparison with those in the more commercial agricultural
counties, especially in regards to harvesting equipment, There are many small
farms and part-time operations on small acreages in the county which do not re=-
quire much in machinery or equipment, Many farms raise crops and livestock which
require little mechanical assistance, Finally, the use of farm equipment in the
area is somewhat limited by irregular and wooded terrain.
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The importance of dairying
frequency of milking machines an
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The mejority of the county's farms enjoy the convenience of a telephone,
Nearly 57 percent of the farms owned a home freezer in 1959,

Table 1llj, Specified Facilities and Equipment on Farms
Grays Harbor Coupty, 1959

| Percent of All
Facility or Number of | Farms in County
Equipnent Item Farms Using Equipped
B 1959 1954
Telephone aesnecsescosay, 752 8238 6597
Home Freezer seoceavccon 517 56 69 3807
Milking maching soeece0s 206 22,7 20,7
Electric milk cooler ... bl 15.5 —
Crop drier (for grain,
forage or other crops) 5 5 —
Power operated elevator,
conveyor or DLOWEr ... 180 19,8 -
: Grain combines seseescve 15 1.6 2,2
PiCke-up baler cOnass09 9@ 83 901 2.3
Field forage harvester . 98 10,8 ok
; Motor tTUCKS ceserrevesn 578 63.6 53:3
TI‘aCtOI’S GQbosbsesprRelq 677 7""@6 6392
Crawler tractors eccs. 95 10,5 702
Automobiles soeecessecss 788 86.8 7915

Source: U, 3. Census of Agriculture, 1959,
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In recem. years much progress ha.s 'been made 1n providing all-aweather roads -
for farm' fami Lies. K

3.arge na*ority ef the .f.'arma are located in easy acoess to

wore located on hard-surfaced roads. Only 1.6 percentof the farmsteads raquired | )
traveling on dirt roads in order to reach better roads while the remaining 29 per-
cent of the farms were on improved roads of gravel, shell or shalee . ":
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